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Sooran Por (also known as Soorasamharam or Sooran Poor) is a traditional Hindu festival and dramatic re-enactment of the epic battle
between the deity Lord Murugan (Skanda) and the demon king Soorapadman (Sooran).
The Mythological Concept

The Conflict: According to the Skanda Purana, the demon Soorapadman terrorized the heavens and earth, oppressing the
gods (Devas). To restore cosmic order (dharma), Lord Murugan was given a sacred spear, or Vel, by his mother, Goddess
Parvati.

The Six-Day Battle: The two fought an intense war over six days. On the final day (at dusk), Lord Murugan defeated
Soorapadman.

The Transformation: When struck by the Vel, the demon transformed into a giant mango tree. Lord Murugan split the tree in
half with his spear.

Creation of Symbols: From the split tree, one half turned into a peacock (which became Lord Murugan's divine
vehicle/mount) and the other half turned into a rooster/cockerel (which became the emblem on his battle banner).

The Ritual and Celebration

Skanda Sashti Vratham: The festival marks the culmination of a six-day period of intense fasting, prayer, and chanting
(Upavaasam) dedicated to Lord Murugan.

Live Enactment: On the evening of the sixth day (Soorasamharam), temple courtyards are transformed into mock battlefields.
Effigies or actors representing Soorapadman and his demonic commanders (such as the elephant-faced Thaarahaasuran)
confront the idol of Lord Murugan in a dramatic stage play representing the victory of good over evil.



